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at high pressure, ready to make one last desperate
effort. Norton entirely agreed with this decision,
and was " full of admiration for the indomitable
spirit of the man, determined, in spite of his
already excessive exertions, not to admit defeat
while any chance remained." And such was
Mallory's will power and nervous energy that he
seemed to Norton entirely adequate to the task.
All Norton differed with him about was as to tak-
ing Irvine as his companion. Irvine was suffering
from throat trouble and was not the experienced
climber that Odell was. Moreover, Odell though
he had acclimatized slowly was beginning to show
that he was a climber of unequalled endurance
and toughness. But, as Mallory had completed
his plans, Norton, very rightly, made no attempt
at that late stage to interfere with them.
Mallory halted one day, June 5th, in camp with
Norton, now in great pain from his snow-blindness.
And on the 6th he set out with Irvine and four
porters. Who can tell his feelings ? Certainly he
well knew the dangers, and he set out in no rash,
foolhardy spirit. This was his third expedition to
Mount Everest ; at the end of the first he had
written that the highest of mountains is capable
of " a severity so awful and so fatal that the wiser
sort of men do well to think and tremble even on
the threshold of their high endeavour ; " and on
both the second and third Expeditions he had
experienced to the full the severity of Everest.
He knew the dangers before him and was pre-